The Zoning Board of Appeals of the Town of Avon held a meeting on Thursday, October 23, 2014 at the Avon Town Hall.  Present were Messrs. Ladouceur, Johansen, Oleyer, McNeill, Vicino and McCahill, Planning & Community Development Specialist.  Mr. Ladouceur called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARING                                                                     October 23, 2014

The Clerk read the call to meeting.

Mr. Ladouceur read the Application of Christopher and Gail Moore, owners/applicants; requesting from the Avon Zoning Regulations, Sections IV.A.6. and IV.A.2.; a 4’ variance from the 25’ side yard setback requirement to allow for an addition on two sides of the existing garage, and a variance to use the addition as a woodshop, located at 475 Waterville Road in an RU2A zone.  

Mr. Christopher Moore was the only person present.  Mr. Moore said he has wanted to do this addition for awhile.  He will retire soon and would like to get started on this addition.  He does not know of any neighbors who have objected.  The neighbor to the north would not even notice if he hadn’t told him.  

Mr. Vicino questioned if the use was for business.

Mr. Moore replied the addition is for his retirement years.  He is a carpenter and 
has lived there for 28 years.  He never had customers come to his home.  He will use it for a hobby in retirement.

Mr. McCahill stated the use came up for discussion.  He has been using the workshop since 1987.  He now has a small table saw and wants to add further equipment during his retirement.
Mr. Ladouceur said the lot is very narrow and long as it abuts the river, a rectangular shaped lot.  The addition will be an L shape along the northern and western sides of the garage.  Because of the location of the house it can’t be placed on the other side of the garage as it would abut the house and the driveway is there.
Mr. Moore said he has access to drive his four wheel drive down the hill to the flood plain area if necessary and will be able to maintain that 6’ area on the side of the garage.   The property slopes down toward the river from the road.  It levels off for the house and garage and then almost like a ski jump going down to the flood plain.

There was on one else present.  The Public Hearing closed at 7:42 p.m.
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING.                           October 23, 2014

A Zoning Board of Appeals meeting was held following the Public Hearing.

Mr. Johansen made a motion to GRANT, seconded by Mr. Vicino the Application of Christopher and Gail Moore, owners/applicants; requesting from the Avon Zoning Regulations, Sections IV.A.6. and IV.A.2.; a 4’ variance from the 25’ side yard setback requirement to allow for an addition on two sides of the existing garage, and a variance to use the addition as a woodshop, located at 475 Waterville Road in an RU2A zone.  

Mr. Ladouceur said the property is unique in the shape of it as well as the topography around the garage would make that the most feasible place for the addition.

The vote was unanimous by Messrs. Ladouceur, Johansen, Oleyer, McNeill, and Vicino.

Reason – To grant variance is in harmony and keeping with the purpose and intent of the regulations and would not be injurious to the neighborhood.
Hardship – To deny would deprive the owner of a reasonable use of the property.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Shirley C. Kucia, Clerk

