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One Square in Avon’s Heritage Quilt History-
The Derrin Family of West Avon
Lecture series and exhibits

September 2015-June 2016
Co-Sponsored with the Sycamore Hills Senior Center, Avon

The Special Projects Committee of the Avon Historical Society is pleased to present a multi-part lecture
series themed to provide an informational foundation leading up to the June 2016 celebration of the 250t
anniversary of the Derrin Farmhouse deed dated 1766. The design of this lecture series sets the stage for
understanding the origins of the town’s early settlers, how it became a prosperous farming community, its
growth and place in Connecticut’s history. The Derrin family was just one of the squares of cloth of families
who settled in West Avon and contributed to this community’s economic and residential success. Their story,
starting with coming to Farmington/Northington in the mid-1700s, the building of three homesteads along
West Avon Road (two extant) representative of typical town farms up until the mid-1800s, to their eventual
further migration, parallels that of many of this town’s early settler families that created the heritage quilt
that is Avon today.

The first lecture entitled “Early Settlers in Nod/Northington” will be on Saturday, September 26th at
7:00 p.m. at the Sycamore Hills Senior Center, 635 West Avon Road, Avon. It will be presented by Lisa
Johnson, Executive Director of the Stanley Whitman House museum in Farmington. Mrs. Johnson will discuss
the early settlers in Farmington who pastured their livestock and grew crops in Nod/Northington and their
eventual migration and settlement in what would become Avon. Many of the original settler family names
can still be found today in our town such as Woodford, Thompson, etc. The Derrin family originally emigrated
from England and came to Guilford, New Haven County, in the 1600s. Descendants then migrated north into
Farmington (of which Avon was a part of) and remained in our town until the 1940s as successive generations

continued on to other states.



The second lecture will be on Saturday, November 7", 2015 at 1:00 p.m. in the Marian M. Hunter Local

History Room at the Avon Free Public Library. Mrs. Janet Carville (nee Woodford) owner of the ‘Pickin Patch’

in Avon will present “The Woodford vs. Derrin Farms-Business vs Subsistence Farming.” Mrs. Carville will

discuss the history of the Woodford Farm, the 10th oldest farm in Connecticut, and its’ transformation from

dairy farm to tobacco farm to today’s ‘pick your own produce’ farm in comparison to the Derrin families small

farms in West Avon. There will be a companion exhibit there on display entitled, “Early West Avon Clothing

Production and Mills.”

The remaining lectures will be:

“Walls Do Talk - An Archaeological Dig at Derrin Farmhouse” on Saturday, December 5%, 2015 at 7:00
p.m. at the Avon Senior Center, 635 West Avon Road, presented by Mr. Nicholas Bellantoni, retired
State Archaeologist.

“From Bedrock to Bedroom Community — The Evolution of Avon” on Saturday, March 5%, 2016 at 7:00
p.m. at the Avon Senior Center, 635 West Avon Road, presented by Robert M. Thorson, Professor of
Geology at UCONN Storrs campus.

“One Quilt Square in Avon’s Heritage Quilt” is the tentative title of the final lecture on Saturday, June
4t 2016 at the Alsop Community Room of the Avon Free Public Library at 1:00 p.m. Guest speaker to
be announced. A companion exhibit entitled “A Heritage Quilt - The Derrins of West Avon” will be on
display outside the Local History Room.

More details on the last three lectures will be available soon.

The community of Avon is invited to attend a grand event to commemorate the 250" anniversary of the deed

signing of the Derrin land in Avon on Sunday, June 12, 2016 at the 1810 Derrin Farmhouse, 249 West Avon

Road, Avon. Details on that event will be forthcoming.

Avon Historical Society mission is to identify, collect, utilize, publish,
display, promote and preserve the history and heritage of Avon.
www.avonhistoricalsociety.org
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