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You may have noticed that there is a timber harvest underway in the Huckleberry Hill Recreation Area. The
following notice provides answers to frequently asked questions about the harvest.

Why do we have a timber harvest?

The Town has had a Natural Resource Inventory & Management Plan for approximately 30 years. The Plan
was most recently updated in 2009 and can be found on the Town’s . The Plan provides an
inventory and management program for the Town’s open space assets. One of the practices recommended
by the plan is the periodic harvest of timber from these properties to promote and improve overall forest
health, to enhance wildlife habitat, and to improve the resiliency and diversity of vegetation, while
maintaining water quality.

How often does the Town complete a timber harvest?
There have been five harvests in various areas of the Huckleberry Hill Recreation Area since 1990.

Who performs and monitors the timber harvest?

The logger conducting the harvest is selected through a competitive bidding process. The bidding process
and the subsequent activity is monitored by Ferrucci & Walicki, LLC, a forest management consulting firm
out of Middlefield, CT. All trees selected for harvest were chosen and marked by a licensed CT Forester.
Only the trees that are marked clearly with orange paint are intended to be removed. Additionally, all
activity is closely monitored by the Public Works Department and the Inland Wetlands Agent, due to the
proximity of the area to wetlands and watercourses.

What happens to the revenue generated through the timber harvest?

The revenue generated through the harvest is deposited into the Forest, Park, and Open Space
Management Fund. These funds are restricted and can only be used for improvements to, or maintenance
of, town owned or managed forest, park, and open space properties.

Will I notice that the timber harvest is occurring?

There is a certain amount of disruption that occurs on the trails while the harvest is taking place. However,
the Town is working with Ferrucci & Walicki to ensure that disruptions are minimized as much as possible.
For example, the logging contract restricts the hours of operation for the timber harvest to ensure limited
periods of noise and disruptions to the official trails. Operations will not occur on weekends. Additionally,
the main trails are to be cleared by the end of each day the operation is underway. At the conclusion of the
harvest, the trails will be “back-dragged” and disturbed areas will be stabilized, as appropriate. Notice of
upcoming harvests is posted well in advance of the start of the activity to provide adequate notice to trail
users.

How do | ensure my safety during the timber harvest?

If possible, please use the trails outside of the harvest area, as those trails will not be impacted, and your
safety will not be compromised by the harvester’s activities. If you see the harvester working, please do
not stop to watch and please keep in mind that they cannot see or hear you. Please stay at least 200 feet
away from the harvester at all times. You are welcome to use the trails in the harvest area on weekends,
as operations will only occur during the week.

For more information on the timber harvest, please contact Eric Hansen, Forester, with Ferrucci & Walicki,
LLC at (860) 349-7007 or fw@fwforesters.com.


http://www.avonct.gov/sites/avonct/files/file/file/2009_natural_resources_inventory_management_plan.pdf

