
 

 

AVON TOWN COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

September 19, 2023 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
A Special Meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. at the Avon Senior Center, 635 West Avon 
Road, by Chairman Polhamus.  Members present: Dr. Barthel, Mmes: Ausiello, Maguire, 
Messrs: Polhamus and Weber.  A quorum was present. 
 
Town staff present: Town Manager Brandon Robertson, Assistant Town Manager Grace Tiezzi, 
and Director of Planning and Community Development Hiram Peck. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chairman Polhamus. 
 
II. NEW BUSINESS 
 
23/24-23 Final Public Meeting to Discuss Bicycle & Pedestrian Master Plan 
 
Holly Parker, Principal Transportation Planner, and Dave Sullivan, Manager of Highways & 
Transportation Planning, SLR Consulting, provided a presentation (which is attached and made 
part of these minutes).  Members of the public engaged in discussion with SLR Consulting, 
Town Council, and Town staff. 
 
III. ADJOURN 
 
The special meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
Attest:  Jennifer Worsman, Clerk 
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S L R C O N S U L T I N G . C O M

Public Meeting #3

September 19, 2023

Town of Avon Bicycle & 
Pedestrian Master Plan

Scan to visit the 
project StoryMap

Agenda

 Welcome

 Project Timeline

 Progress

 Recommendations
 Pedestrian Connections

 Bicycle Connections

 Policy

 Opportunities

 Long Term Considerations

 Funding

 Implementation

 Next Steps
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Timeline

January 2023
Project Kickoff 

February & March
* Create project 

Storymap and survey 
questions

* Collect and coalesce 
existing conditions 

information and Avon 
residents’ feedback

* Meet with Avon’s seniors 
at Meals & Minds

* Meet with town staff

April & May
* First Public 

Meeting

*Continue to 
receive and analyze 

public input

*Begin to develop 
recommendations 

June & July
* Second Public 

Meeting

* Refine recommenda-
tions and begin to 

prepare a 
prioritization plan

August & September
Third Public Meeting

* Finalize recommendations, 
Implementation Matrix, and 

Final Plan document

* Present the plan to the 
Town Council for approval

October & November

Progress

The Town of Avon has:

 Become a BFC;

 Obtained preliminary approval of $4 
million to improve Country Club Road & 
install pedestrian facilities from the 
library to Old Farms Road;

 Passed a Complete Streets Resolution 
that provides a policy framework for 
improved bicycle, pedestrian, and 
transit accommodations;

 Developed a bicycle education program 
for fourth graders attending the Avon 
Public Schools. 

 Chosen to allow road widths to be as 
narrow as 10’ – where practical – on low 
traffic volume Collector & Local roads, 
calming traffic; 

 Applied for a grant to install bus shelters 
at 5 locations on Route 44; and

 Improved sidewalk on W. Avon Rd. from 
Sunnybrook Dr. to 460 W. Avon Rd.
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Pedestrian Connections

Pedestrian Connectivity 
Network
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Route 44 Walksheds
Index Map 

Section 1: Route 44 at Nod Road (Route 10)
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Section 2: Route 44 near Farmington River and Old Avon Village 

Section 3: Route 44 at Old Farms Road (Route 202)
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Section 4: Route 44 at Ensign Drive, near Town Hall

Section 5: Route 44 near Whole Foods and Stub Pond

11

12



20/09/2023

7

Section 6: Route 44 near Walmart and Nod Brook Mall

Central Avon Walksheds Index Map 
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Section 7: Country Club Road

7A

7B

Section 8: Country Club Road
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Section 9: West Avon Road between Country Club Road and Scoville Road

Section 10: Scoville Road and Thompson Road, near West Avon Road
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Section 11: Scoville Road and Thompson Road near Farmington Canal

Western Avon Walksheds Index Map 
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Section 12: Huckleberry Hill Road

Section 13: Huckleberry Hill Road 
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Section 14: Roaring Brook School

Bicycle Connections
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Bicycle Connectivity Network

Bicycle
Connectivity
Index Map
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WEST

Policy

29

30



20/09/2023

16

Policy

 Respect the speed limit on the Farmington Canal Trail

Farmington Canal Trail Speed Limit Signage (Stencil)
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Policy

Amend zoning to ensure that 
Complete Streets Principles 
are codified through Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Design and 
Development Standards:

 Provide guidance or specific 
design guidelines for both 
short- and long-term bicycle 
parking

 Require developers to install 
sidewalk as a condition for 
permitting

Source: Guilford, CT’s DRAFT Planning and Zoning Regulations 

Opportunities

33

34



20/09/2023

18

Crosswalk & 
Intersection Art

STEAP Grant Application for Bus Shelters
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Digital Speed Radar Signs

Signal Equipment Upgrades

 Curb Extensions

 Accessible Pedestrian 
Signals (APS)

 PROWAG & ADA Accessible 
Pedestrian Ramps

 Shorter Pedestrian 
Crossings

 Leading Pedestrian Interval 
(LPI) Pedestrian Phasing

 Illuminated “Turning 
Vehicles Yield to 
Pedestrians” Signage

 Shared Use Bicycle Lanes

 Colored Thermoplastic  
Crosswalks
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 New signs

 Street print / High visibility 
crosswalks

 Evaluate speeds – Implement 
speed interactive school zones

Safe Routes to School

Safe Routes to School Maps (Lexington, MA example)
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Gateway to 
Avon 
Signage

 Right of Way

 Wetlands

 Grades

 Landscaping/Aesthetics

 Lighting

 Utilities

 Cost/Funding

 Design/Permitting

 CTDOT Coordination

Long Term Considerations

GRASS/

VEHICLE VEHICLE
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Funds for Transportation Infrastructure - 2023

GrantTown Budget
$419,791 Capital Improvement Plan (road improvements)

$750,000
Council-approved supplemental appropriation 
for road improvements

$4,000,000Preliminary Approval of Country Club Rd LOTCIP

$25,000Sidewalk repairs

$128,205 
$25,000

Replace existing sidewalks on W. Avon Rd. from 
Sunnybrook Dr. to 460 W. Avon Rd.

$424,000 + $424,000 (federal earmark) 

$15,000
Trail maintenance for walking and hiking trails (in 
the recreation and parks budget)

$255,000
Submitted STEAP Grant to install bus shelters on 
Route 44

$350,000
Old Farms Rd. Community Connectivity Grant 
Phase I: install a multi-use trail adjacent to the 
new N/S section (construction begins this fall)

$800,000Community Connectivity Grant Phase II

TOTAL                                                                             $1,234,791



Implementation

Identify bike connectivity opportunities

Identify pedestrian connectivity opportunities 

Identify constraints

Identify funding opportunities

 Prepare implementation matrix and final plan

 Integrate bike and pedestrian networks as appropriate
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Next Steps

January 2023
Project Kickoff 

February & March
* Create project 

Storymap and survey 
questions

* Collect and coalesce 
existing conditions 

information and Avon 
residents’ feedback

* Meet with Avon’s seniors 
at Meals & Minds

* Meet with town staff

April & May
* First Public 

Meeting

*Continue to 
receive and analyze 

public input

*Begin to develop 
recommendations 

June & July
* Second Public 

Meeting

* Refine recommenda-
tions and begin to 

prepare a 
prioritization plan

August & September
Third Public Meeting

* Finalize recommendations, 
Implementation Matrix, and 

Final Plan document

* Present the plan to the 
Town Council for approval

October & November

Questions/
Comments?

Scan to visit the 
project StoryMap
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